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About the New Cover 


The new, permanent cover of Texas Libraries symbolizes that we are living in 
the most promising era in the history of Texas library development. The artist’s 
sketch of the proposed State Library and Archives Building over the Lone Star 
points to the fact that the State Library is in a better position than ever before to 
become the center of this State’s library activity. 


With this in mind, in the future the scope of Texas Libraries will be broadened 
to include more of a variety of library information; for, although libraries are of 


different kinds, their essential purpose remains that of making materials available 
to people. 
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The State Library and Archives Building 


Witt B. Harwell 


The events of 1957 signalled the 
beginning of a new and promising 
era of library development in Tex- 
as. Certainly one of the most sig- 
nificant of these was the enact- 
ment, by the 55th Legislature, of 
a bill providing for a State Library 
and Archives Building. The site is 
being cleared and indications are 
that construction will begin short- 
ly. The building is schedu’ed to be 
completed in 1960. 

Governor Price Daniel, in his 
budget message to the Legislature, 
stressed the need for a State Li- 
brary and Archives. Building. 
Rather than delay construction of 
such a building until 1960, when 
money would be available from the 
regular building fund, the Gov- 
ernor proposed an alternative plan 
involving a surplus in the Motor 
Vehicle Inspection Fund of the 
Texas Department of Public Safe- 
ty. Previously Colonel Homer Gar- 
rison, Jr., Director of the Depart- 
ment, had agreed to the Governor’s 
plan of transferring $2,500,000 in- 
to a fund for the erection of a 
State Library and Archives Build- 
ing. 

Representative Raymond Rus- 
sell of San Antonio authored and 
sponsored a bill incorporating this 
plan which was adopted by the 
Legislature and signed into law by 
the Governor on May 22, 1957. 


As he signed the bill Governor 
Daniel complimented the Legisla- 
ture, the Department of Public 
Safety and its Director, Colonel 
Garrison, the State Library and 
Historical Commission, and _his- 
torical groups for their coopera- 
tion. He concluded: 
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This is one of the most pleasant ac- 
tions I have performed as Governor 
of Texas. Enactment of this bill, 
which will provide a permanent and 
secure home for the priceless letters, 
books, and archives which tell of the 
history of Texas, is one of the finest 
accomplishments of this legislature 
and of the administration. 


And even more was accom- 
plished. In addition to housing 
the State Archives the new build- 
ing will completely house four 
other divisions of the State Li- 
brary—Loan and General Refer- 
ence, Extension, Rural Service, 
Processing—and the control center 
of a fifth, the Records Division. A 
seventh division, Legislative Ref- 
erence, will remain in the Capitol 
in the space currently occupied by 
the State Library and the Supreme 
Court Library upon the removal 
of the latter to the Supreme Court 
Building now under construction. 
Under the direction of Miss Doris 
Connerly, recipient of the 1958 
Public Employee of the Year 
Award, this division can more ef- 
fectively provide a reference serv- 
ice for the Legislature and the sev- 
eral State departments from Cap- 
itol quarters. 


A further Act authorized a State 
Library and Archives Building 
Commission comprised of Gover- 
nor Daniel, Attorney General Will 
Wilson, Chairman of the Board of 
Control E. E. McAdams, and 
Ralph Wolf, Executive Director of 
the State Building Commission, to 
purchase the site and to plan, con- 
struct, and initially equip the 
building. These men in turn ap- 
pointed the six members of the Li- 
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brary and Historical Commission 
as a subcommittee to advise and 
assist in developing plans. Three 
members of the Texas Historical 
Survey Committee Mrs. Mike But- 
ler, San Antonio; Dr. Rupert N. 
Richardson, Abilene; George Hill, 
Austin) were selected to work 
with the Library and Historical 
Commission. 


Several considerations, not the 
least of which was the close rela- 
tionship of the State Library to 
State Government, dictated that 
the new building be located in the 
Capitol area. In the initial task of 
selecting a _ site, five Senators 
(Searcy Bracewell, Houston; 
Abraham Kazen, Jr., Laredo; Ottis 
E. Lock, Lufkin; Crawford Mar- 
tin, Hillsboro; and Jimmy Phil- 
lips, Angleton) and five Repre- 
sentatives (Vernon Stewart, Wich- 
ita Falls; George Goetz, Nacog- 
doches; J. C. Day, Brookshire; Ru- 
fus U. Kilpatrick, Beaumont; and 
Jesse M. Osborn, Muleshoe) aided 
the subcommittee. As a result of 
conferences of these groups, the 
building will be erected east of the 
Capitol in the 1200 Block between 
Brazos and San Jacinto Streets. 


The architectural firm of Adams 
and Adams, of San Antonio, was 
commissioned to design the Li- 
brary. Throughout the planning, 
Dr. Daniel M. Robison, State Li- 
brarian and Archivist of Tennes- 
see, which state recently con- 
structed a similar building, and 
Architect H. Clinton Parrent, Jr., 
its designer, served as consultants. 


An integral part of the Capitol 


area expansion program, the four. 
story building will harmonize with 
the new State Office, Supreme 
Court, and Texas Employment 
Commission Buildings. Of seni- 
classic design with a flame-treated 
granite exterior trimmed in pol 
ished granite, the new Library will 
have a frontage of 257 feet. The 
main portion of the “T” shaped 
structure will be 67 feet deep by 
257 feet, with a wing to the rear 
48 feet by 111 feet. Its total floor 
_— is estimated at 95,000 square 
eet. 


The building will contain, in ad- 
dition to library and _ archives 
space, a complete section, with en- 
trance on 12th street, to house the 
General Land Office. 


The opening of bids on the struc- 
ture was delayed until March 25 
while the Building Commission 
worked out details of power, heat- 
ing and air conditioning service 


from the power plant which has 
been built in the new State Office 
Building. 

Much remains to be accom- 
plished, for like any library the 
State Library is more than a build- 
ing. It is a service—a service to 
the citizens of Texas, their elected 
representatives, and their employ- 
ees in the many government agen- 
cies. The new building, by provid- 
ing additional space, will permit 
the centralization of the divisions 
of the Library. Plans are already 
underway to study the program of 
the Library so as to improve and 
expand the services which these 
divisions offer. 
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The Coastal Bend Regional Demonstration 


Robert E. Lee 


The bookmobile phase of the 
Coastal Bend Regional Demonstra- 
tion was launched February 11, 
with stops at Annarose, Clegg, 
Mountain View, Mapes, and Sim- 
mons in Live Oak County. These 
communities are among the 28 in 
three of the four participating 
counties—Jim Wells, Kleberg, and 
Live Oak—which will be served 
every two weeks during the one- 
year demonstration period. Rural 
areas in the fourth, Nueces, will 
continue to be served by that coun- 
ty’s bookmobile. Prior to begin- 
ning the bookmobile “‘runs,” an ex- 
hibition tour of the three counties 
was conducted during the week of 
February 2-7, and was very well 
received. 


Staffed by Librarian Molly Ku- 
sel and Driver-Assistant W. B. 
Hudson, the new bookmobile, with 
a 2,000 volume capacity, will op- 
erate out of Alice, where the basic 
mobile collection of 6,000 books 
will be housed in the city hall. 


The Regional Demonstration, of 
which this is an integral part, got 
underway January 1. It is di- 
rected by Rosalyne Shamblin, Su- 
pervisor of Regional Services, with 
Elizabeth Karle serving as the Re- 
gional Librarian. Through this 
project and the multi-county book- 
mobile demonstrations the State 
Library is seeking to extend and 
improve library service in rural 
areas by demonstrating, within 
the state’s legal framework, the 
benefits of library service and the 
advantages of large library units. 
By doing this, the Library Serv- 
lees Program will be able to pro- 
vide the experience necessary to 
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render operative the articles of 
the State Library Law which per- 
tain to the extension of public li- 
brary service. 


To dramatize the Program, dem- 
onstration bookmobiles are being 
utilized, for the most part, not as 
an end, but as a means to an end— 
the organization of multi-county 
library units. While bookmobiles 
are the best type of library exten- 
sion in some areas, in others, e.g., 
the Coastal Bend, bookmobiles are 
best used to supplement the service 
of more extensive cooperative li- 
brary systems. The two ideas— 
dramatizing and supplementing— 
might merge at the end of the one- 
year bookmobile demonstration 
when basic procedures for contin- 
uing the cooperative service will be 
those which have been worked out 
in the regional demonstration and 
adapted to local conditions. 

In the regional demonstration, 
cooperative practices, basic to any 
such unit, will be demonstrated. 
All materials in the area will be 
available to member units; and, to 
avoid unnecessary duplication, 
these materials are to be selected 
cooperatively and centrally proc- 
essed in an equitable manner. 
There will be “area wide uniform 
registration card and borrowing 
privileges.” The promotional pro- 
gram is to be handled centrally. 
On-the-spot professional assistance 
in all phases of library activity 
will be available to the member 
units through conferences, visits of 
the regional staff, and institutes. 

And this regional project didn’t 
just happen. Preparatory meet- 
ings were held during the 18 
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month period from July 1957, to 
October 1958, when Miss Karle be- 
gan introducing to the residents 
these cooperative procedures. 
When Mr. Harwell announced 
Miss Karle’s appointment, he said: 
gan introducing, to the residents, 


We feel very fortunate in having a 
person with such wide experience 
and keen interest in Texas library 
development to head this first re- 
gional library effort in Texas. 


This first effort involves many 
libraries. La Retama Public Li- 
brary in Corpus Christi is provid- 
ing space for the regional head- 
quarters and received a large col- 
lection of books. Smaller collec- 
tions were placed at the Alice Pub- 
lic Library, the Kleberg Memorial 
Library in Kingsville and the 
Nueces County Library in Robs- 
town. Collections will be contin- 
uously renewed at the Premont 
Public Library and the Live Oak 
County libraries in George West 
and Three Rivers. 


There is room for optimism over 
the possibility of local continuance 
of the service because a tangible 
incentive has been provided by the 
State Library. At the close of the 
demonstration, it has been agreed 
that the bookmobile and approxi- 
mately 20,000 volumes and other 
materials will be left in the area 
on an indefinite loan basis, pro- 
vided the service is continued by 
local authorities. 


The theory of a _ regional li- 
brary system has passed the ex- 
perimental stage, having become a 
practical reality in a number of 
states. The importance of the 
demonstration as the first in Tex- 
as, is therefore magnified. As Mrs. 
Bess Ann Motley, Director of the 
Rural Library Services Program, 
puts it: 

For a long time we librarians have 

been thinking and talking about the 

matter of combining libraries into 
large cooperating units so as to give 
the maximum possible library serv- 


ice. I feel this is a good step in the 
right direction. 


Bookmobile Demonstration No. 5 


Plans for launching mobile li- 
brary service for the rural com- 
munities and towns of Yoakum, 
Terry, Gaines, and Dawson coun- 
ties were made at a meeting of 
the newly-appointed four-county 
library board in Seagraves March 
11. 


Board members, recently ap- 
pointed by their respective com- 
missioners courts, are: Mr. F .Y. 
Martin and Mrs. Ruth McLaughlin, 
both of Lamesa, for Dawson Coun- 
ty; Mr. Neil C. Vanzant of Sea- 
graves and Mr. Travis Tyler of 
Seminole, for Gaines County; Mr. 
Wayne Mullins and Mrs. Frank 
Wier, both of Brownfield, for 
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Terry County; and Mrs. Casey 
Jones of Plains and Mrs. Earl 
Matheson of Denver City, for Yoa- 
kum County. 


The bookmobile will arrive in 
the West Texas area during the 
latter part of April from the Low- 
er Rio Grande Valley, where it has 
been operating during the past 
year. It will circulate a stock of 
some 6,000 books to be placed in 
the headquarters. 


All existing libraries in the four- 
county region are cooperating in 
the program, and actual mobile li- 
brary service is expected to begin 
early in May. 
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Ask and You Shall Receive 


Rosalyne T. Shamblin 


From the sheep rancher of Starr 
County in the West to the shrimp 
fisherman of Willacy County in the 
East, the Valley Demonstration 
Bookmobile is bringing informa- 
tional and recreational reading 
matter to readers of a tri-county 
area representing the varied inter- 
ests of the Rio Grande Valley. 
Bounded by Mexico on the South, 
the Gulf on the East, and “great, 
wide open spaces” on the West, 
the region comprises agricultural 
and citrus growing areas, a sec- 
tion of small towns blending one 
into the other, and ranches whose 
titles date back to Spanish land 
grants. 

While variety lends spice to the 
program, a sense of “the Valley” 
is strong among its population in 
which two cultures interact. Here 
75%, of the people share the rich 
heritage of Mexico with so-called 
Anglo customs, and lend color to 
the local scene and warmth to that 
process coldly termed “accultura- 
tion.” 

Foundations of the demonstra- 
tion were laid by the joint efforts 
of the county commissioners who 
invited the demonstration, the Val- 
ley Library Association, local citi- 
zens, and the staff of the Texas 
Rural Library Service. As a result 
of effective cooperation, the one- 
year demonstration began bookmo- 
bile service on February 25, 1958, 
the second of the bookmobile 
demonstrations made possible un- 
der the Library Services Act, 
passed in June, 1956. The li- 
brarian, Mrs. J. M. Houlette, of 
Sharyland, was formerly with the 
Iowa State Traveling Library. 
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The Driver-Assistant, Mr. Henry 
Heard, is also a Valley resident. 

The strong sense of the Valley 
as a unit is exemplified by “all- 
out” efforts of regional newspa- 
pers, radio and TV stations in pub- 
licizing the new library service. 
Pictures, news stories, spot an- 
nouncements, and interviews were 
given generous time and space in 
the twenty-four mass communica- 
tion media of the region. Coopera- 
tion on publicity has been not only 
Valley-wide, but international, 
with four radio stations “across 
the river” broadcasting schedules 
in Spanish. This public service is 
most beneficial in sections where 
Spanish is the preferred language 
among a high percentage of the 
population. In addition to bilin- 
gual radio programs, the one Span- 
ish language newspaper of the 
area translates and publishes press 
releases and schedules. 

A sense of “fiesta” prevailed at 
the three opening ceremonies held 
in county seats of Hidalgo, Starr, 
and Willacy counties. In Rio 
Grande City, the first formal open- 
ing was held with the high school 
band providing fanfare accom- 
paniment as the big, red and white 
bookmobile climbed the hill to the 
courthouse. Here on a wide ex- 
panse of steps, with a view across 
the Rio Grande River into Mexico, 
the assembled county officials and 
other citizens presented a program 
of speeches and music, culminating 
in the ribbon-cutting by Dr. J. M. 
Rodriguez, Starr County Judge. 

In Edinburg, county seat of Hi- 
dalgo County, rain did not deter 
several hundred persons from par- 
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ticipating in the opening festivi- 
ties. The ribbon on the bookmo- 
bile was cut by Milton D. Richard- 
son, Hidalgo County Judge, with 
gold-handle scissors used once to 
open a new highway. 


The ceremony at Raymondville 
in Willacy County differed from 
others in that the bookmobile was 
viewed in the bookmobile garage 
of Reber Memorial Library, the 
first vehicle to occupy the space. 
The library-on-wheels was formal- 
ly opened to the public by Carl C. 
Conley, State Representative, who 
cut the ribbon while cameras 
clicked. Those who braved the 
rain to attend were rewarded by 
hot coffee and homemade cookies 
served by the library board in 
their handsome new building. 

Telegrams from State Legisla- 
tors and U. S. Congressmen were 
read as part of the three programs, 
as well as congratulatory messages 
from the State Librarian and li- 
brarians of South Texas. 

Headquarters at San Juan in Hi- 
dalgo County, a central location 
for serving the 3343 square mile 
region, were formally opened on 
March 1. The Mayor of San Juan, 
in cooperation with the Woman’s 
Club Library, and the Hidalgo 
County Water Improvement Dis- 
trict, provided quarters which 
were enlarged and renovated. Mrs. 
H. E. Butt, Sr., of Corpus Christi, 
made shelving available for the 
6000 volumes of the collection. 
Plastic price tags left on the gro- 
cery shelves have been utilized to 
indicate Dewey classifications. The 
book collection is shelved in a rib- 
bon arrangement with alternate 
shelves of fiction and non-fiction. 
Service is given from the head- 
quarters, in cooperation with the 
Woman’s Club Library, thus main- 
taining the local library’s auton- 
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omy while expanding local service 
through an augmented book col- 
lection. 

It was in front of the headquar- 
ters window display that a man 
was overheard to say, “Due to TV, 
I thought people had stopped read. 
ing, but it looks as if they’re going 
to start again.” They did, begin- 
ing at the open house. 

A nine member board was ap- 
pointed by the three commission- 
ers courts. Two meetings were 
held, officers elected, and the func- 
tions of the board agreed on as 
liaison with the commissioners 
courts, advisory aid to the demon- 
stration personnel, and interpreta- 
tion of the service to the public. 
At a third meeting, the organiza- 
tion of “Friends” groups was dis- 
cussed in anticipation of the end 
of the one year demonstration 
when continuation of library serv- 
ice will depend upon local support. 

Ten runs, on a three week cycle, 
with a total of 47 stops in rural 
towns of less than 10,000 popula- 
tion, comprised the initial routes. 
These town names range from 
those honoring early citizens—Mc- 
Cook, Edcouch, Pharr—to _ the 
singing Latin names of Santa Ele- 
na, La Sara, Delmita, Salineno. 
Four of the runs exceed 150 miles. 
On others, small towns are often 
no more than two miles apart, and 
patrons missing the bookmobile at 
one place can easily drive to a 
nearby stop. 

In several communities within a 
stone’s throw of the Rio Grande 
River, it proved fortunate that the 
driver speaks Spanish, as the nor- 
mal difficulties of explaining a new 
service were increased by a lan- 
guage barrier. At such places, the 
need for Spanish books was ex- 
pressed and temporarily satisfied 
by the promise of such books “‘des- 
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pués.” Requests along the river 
are chiefly for non-fiction, tech- 
nical material being of primary 
interest. Literary classics, and 
books on religion, science and ag- 
riculture are popular. The catalog- 
ing staff of the Texas State Li- 
brary engaged in a “crash opera- 
tion” to supply materials pertinent 
to the particular needs uncovered 
on the first rounds of the “biblio- 
teca ambulante.” 

Typical of the response of pa- 
trons meeting a concept complete- 
ly new to them was that of a Span- 
ish-speaking woman who told the 
driver that she could not speak 
English. On entering the “libro- 
movil,” she quickly reached for a 
bright purple book, opened it and 
said smilingly, “But I can read it!” 
This she proceeded to do—aloud. 

Publicity has come from far as 
well as near. A man at Falcon 
dam, waiting for the bookmobile, 
said that his son at the University 


of Texas had read of the new serv- 
ice and had written him to be sure 
and take advantage of it. 

The keynote for Valley Demon- 
stration bookmobile service was 
set by a welcoming sign on the 
door of a general store. Handlet- 
tered with crayola, it read: 


THE BOOKMOBILE IS COMING 
FRIDAY, FEB. 28TH 
It’s FREE—USE IT! 


ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE—A 
BOOK 
SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND 
KNOWLEDGE THEREIN. 


Now the question arises wheth- 
er or not a form of cooperative li- 
brary service will be continued in 
the area. After March 1, the ter- 
mination date of the demonstra- 
tion, will these residents of the 
Valley be able to find when they 
ask and seek? Active movements 
in all three counties, favoring con- 
tinuation, indicate that they will. 


Trustees Conference at TLA 


The first state-wide workshop 
for Texas library trustees, spon- 
sored jointly by the Texas State 
Library and the Texas Library 
Association, will be conducted in 
Houston, April 16 and 17. 


Every trustee in the State has 
been invited to attend this pioneer 
program aimed at bringing about 
exchange of ideas among people 
who share similar problems and 
responsibilities with regard to li- 
brary policy-making. 


The idea was conceived at a con- 
ference in Abilene September 15, 
1958, called by Thelma Andrews, 
President, Texas Library Associa- 
tion. It was attended by Mrs. A. 
R. Cauthorn, member of the Texas 
Library and Historical Commis- 
sion; W. B. Harwell, State Librar- 
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ian; Miss Dorothy Kittel, Con- 
sultant of State Agencies, Library- 
Community Project, A.L.A.; Bess 
Ann Motley, Director, Texas Rural 
Library Service; Mrs. Will D. 
Mintner, Abilene Public Library 
Board; Mrs. J. D. Putnam, Albany 
Public Library Board; and Mrs. 
Tate May, Hamlin Public Library 
Board. 

Mrs. Cauthorn will serve as 
chairman of the workshop, and 
Eleanor Ferguson of Chicago, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Public 
Library Association, A.L.A., will 
be the keynote speaker. Miss Kit- 
tel will act as consultant. 

Details of the program are be- 
ing worked out by Mrs. Cauthorn, 
Miss Andrews, Juanima Wells Mc- 
Laughlin of San Antonio, Mr. 
Harwell, and Mrs. Motley. 
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Notable Books of 1958 


The following selection of no- 
table books from among those pub- 
lished during 1958 was made by 
the Notable Books Council of the 
Adult Services Division of the 
American Library Association. 
Mr. Hannis S. Smith, Director, 
Library Division, Minnesota State 
Department of Education, Saint 
Paul, President of the Division, 
and Miss Clytie Strahler, Dayton 
and Montgomery County (Ohio) 
Public Library, Chairman of the 
Notable Books Council, said of the 
list : 

We feel that the 47 titles on this list 

are among the publications of 1958 

which are worthy of note for their 

intrinsic qualities such as literary 
excellence, factual correctness, sin- 
cerity and honesty of presentation, 
or skill in presenting specialized 
knowledge for the general reader. It 
is hoped that the list may be of use 
to the adult reader in choosing his 
own reading, and to librarians in 
their book selection and in guidance 
of adult readers who ask their help. 


Following is the list: 


Ashmore, Harry 8. Epitaph for 
Dixie. Norton. 
An analysis of the present south- 
ern dilemma by a liberal south- 
erner. 


Boorstin, Daniel J. The Ameri- 

cans; the Colonial Experience. 
Random House. 
The development of the emerg- 
ing American society by a pro- 
fessor of American history, Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

Brittain, Robert E. Rivers, Man 
and Myths. Doubleday. 

Social history revealed through 


the effect of rivers upon man- 
kind. 
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Capote, Truman. Breakfast at Tif. 
fany’s. Random House. 


A short novel of a Manhattap 
play girl plus 3 short storie 
expertly told with sensitivity 
and shrewdness. 


Churchill, Winston L. S. Th 
Great Democracies. Dodd. 
Volume 4 of “History of the 
English Speaking Peoples” cov- 
ering the period of Waterloo to 
the Boer War, with a stirring 
account of the American Civil 
War. 


Cowley, Malcom, ed. Writers at 
Work. Viking. 
Interviews with contemporary 
novelists revealing methods and 
ideas of their craft. 


Cummings, Edward E. 95 Poems. 
Harcourt. 
Wit, wisdom, and sparkle from 
a distinguished lyric poet. 


del Castillo, Michel. Child of our 
Time. Knopf. 
A moving narrative based on the 
author’s childhood amid the hor- 


rors of Europe’s concentration 
camps. 


Dermout, Maria. Ten Thousand 
Things. Simon and Schuster. 
A childhood in the Moluccas, 
recollected in the tranquility of 
a woman’s later years, in vivid, 
imaginative prose. 


Djilas, Milovan. Land Without 
Justice. Harcourt. 
An autobiographical interpreta- 
tion of Montenegro, a land and 
its tribes and of a family and its 
children. 
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Dowdey, Clifford. Death of a Na- 
tion. Knopf. 
A powerful and detailed account 
of Lee and his men at Gettys- 
burg and the role of the Confed- 
eracy in the battle. 


Duncan, David D. Private World 

of Pablo Picasso. Harper. 
A candid biography in pictures 
and words, of the controversial 
artist, by one of America’s finest 
photographers. 

Durrell, Laurence. Bitter Lemons. 
Dutton. 

A moving and penetrating study 
of Cyprus today by one of Eng- 
land’s leading poets. 

Eiseley, Loren C. Darwin’s Cen- 
tury: Resolution and the men 
who discovered it. Doubleday. 
A popularized evolution by the 
head of the Department of An- 
thropology, University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Ferguson, Charles W. Naked to 
Mine Enemies: the Life of Car- 
dinal Wolsey. Little. 

Skillful portrayal of personal, 
social and political history of 
Tudor England. 

Fortune (Periodical). Exploding 
Metropolis. Doubleday. 

A probing survey of the expan- 
sion and decay of the “big city.” 

Freuchen, Peter and Salomonsen, 
Finn. Arctic Year. Putnam. 

A calendar chronicle of every 
aspect of nature in the far 
North. 


_ Galbraith, John K. The Affluent 


Society. Houghton. 
Searching evaluation of the 
American economic system by a 
prominent economist. 

Gary, Romain. Roots of Heaven. 
Simon and Schuster. 

An allegorical novel about the 
predicament of modern man. 
Gavin, James M. War and Peace 

m the Space Age. Harper. 
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A sharp appraisal of the dan- 
gers and opportunities of U. S. 
foreign policy and military plan- 
ning. 

Gogh, Vincent Van. Complete Let- 
ters. N. Y. Graphic Society. 
More than 750 letters, with re- 
productions of all the drawings 
in the correspondence. 

Golden, Harry L. Only in Amer- 
ica. World. 

Pithy, reflective commentaries 
on the contemporary American 
scene by a non-conformist. 

Gunther, John. Inside Russia To- 

day. Harper. 
Broad and amazing variety of 
pertinent information on post- 
Stalin Russia and its leading 
personalities. 

Hays, Hoffman R. From Ape to 
Angel. Knopf. 

A thoroughly engaging history 
of social anthropology. 

Joyce, Stanislaus. My Brother’s 
Keeper. Viking. 

An illuminating memoir of the 
formative years of James Joyce. 

Jung, Carl G. Undiscovered Self. 

Little. 
Forthright warning that modern 
man is surrendering his individ- 
uality and freedom to a mass 
society. 

Kazantzakis, Nikos. The Odyssey. 

Simon and Schuster. 
A modern version of the further 
adventures of Odysseus trans- 
lated into distinguished English 
verse. 

King, Martin Luther, Jr. Stride 

Toward Freedom: The Mont- 
gomery Story. Harper. 
A compassionate approach to 
the solution of the integration 
problem by the leader of the 
Montgomery, Alabama _ bus 
strike. 

MacLeish, Archibald. J. B., a Play 
in Verse. Houghton. 
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The ancient story of Job’s suf- 
fering forcefully re-enacted in 
modern poetic drama. 

Marek, Kurt W., The March of 
Archaeology. Knopf. 
Handsomely illustrated survey 
of the modern discovery of an- 
cient civilizations. 

Maxwell, Gavin. People of the 
Reeds. Harper. 

An account of the author’s two 
months with the reed-dwellers of 
southern Iraq. 


Montgomery, Bernard Law, Ist 
Viscount. The Memoirs of Field 
Marshal, the Viscount Montgom- 
ery of Alamein. World. 

Frank, controversial memoirs of 
Britain’s famous field command- 
er. 

Moraes, Francis B. Yonder One 
World. Macmillan. 

A perceptive comparison of the 
East and West by an Indian 
journalist. 

Overstreet, Harry and Overstreet, 
Bonaro W. What We Must 

* Know About Communism. Nor- 
ton. 
Salient facts for the intelligent 
American citizen. 

Pasternak, Boris L. Doctor Zhi- 

vago. Pantheon Books. 
A powerful novel expressing in- 
dictment of the totalitarian way 
of life in Russia, by a modern 
Russian. 

Redding, J. Saunders. Lonesome 
Road; the Story of the Negro’s 
Part in America. Doubleday. 
History related through bio- 
graphical sketches of 12 out- 
standing Negroes. 

Renault, Mary. The King Must 
Die. Pantheon Books. 

A brilliant recreation of the 
legend of Theseus. 

Ross, Ishbel. First Lady of the 
South; the Life of Mrs. Jefferson 
Davis. Harper. 
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Definitive biography of a lively, 
intelligent and controversial 
woman. 

Saarinen, Aline B. The Proud Pos. 
sessors. Random House. 

The lives, tastes, motives, and 
methods of some adventurous 
American art collectors. 

Snow, Charles P. Conscience of 

the Rich. Scribner. 
A story about intelligent, sensi- 
tive people—an Anglo-Jewish 
family—told with sharp _per- 
sonal insight. 

Snow, Edgar. Journey to the Be. 
ginning. Random House. 

An account of the author’s many 
years on the Chinese political 
front. 

Swanberg, W. A. First Blood; the 
Story of Fort Sumter. Scribner. 
Prelude to the Civil War dra- 
matically documented. 

Tillion, Germaine. Algeria; the 
Realities. Knopf. 

Thoughtful and sensitive expla- 
nation of the Algerian situation. 

Van Doren, Mark. Autobiography. 
Harcourt. 

A warm, introspective autobiog- 
raphy of a poet who is always a 
poised, serene, practical man. 

Wagenknecht, Edward. The Seven 
Worlds of Theodore Roosevelt. 
Longmans. 

An admiring but fair and some- 
times stern analysis of Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

White, Theodore H. The Mountain 

Road. Sloane. 
A dramatic fictionized account 
of an American demolition team 
in wartime China and of the 
psychology of command. 

Wister, Owen. Owen Wister Out 
West: His Journals and Letters. 
University of Chicago Press. 
A fresh view of the author as 4 
person and a writer based on re- 
cently discovered western jour- 
nals. 
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Kerr County Memorial Library 


Mrs. F. C. Holbrook 


Trustee-Director of the Kerr County Memorial Library, 
Kerrville, Texas 


The Friends of the Kerr County 
Public Library in Kerrville, Texas 
had occasion to celebrate on Jan- 
uary 11, 1959 when the newly re- 
modeled Kerr County Memorial 
Library Building was dedicated. 
In October 1957 the Friends group 
launched a campaign to raise 
funds by public subscription to 
build a library building. 


About $7,000 had been raised 
by June 1, 1958 when it was 
learned that the Church of the 
Pentecost was to be sold for 
$6,000. Mr. Robert I. Wilson, 
Kerrville attorney and president of 
Friends of the Library, immedi- 
ately called a meeting of his board 
and the library board to explore 
the possibilities of remodeling the 
church for library purposes. It is 
a building of native stone, located 
on a corner lot four squares from 
the business section of Kerrville. 
It has a full basement. All were 
enthusiastic over the bargain since 
three lots were included in the 
$6,000 price. 

On June 25 the property was 
bought and the deed recorded— 
truly a red letter day for the 
Friends of the Library. Plans 
were drawn up by Mr. Wallace 
Miller, owner of the Miller Lum- 
ber Company, who agreed to be 
general contractor without fee. 

The basement floor was lowered 
eight inches, concrete floor laid, 
an auditorium with seating ca- 
pacity of 125, a kitchen, rest rooms 
and a storage room were installed. 
The main floor of the library is 
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40 by 62 feet with a balcony in 
which back numbers of magazines 
are shelved. All in all, the church 
building was remodeled to make a 
very attractive library and as the 
library grows there is ample room 
to expand with a wing to the east 
of the building. 


The library began back in the 
1930’s with women of the Kerrville 
Literary Club circulating books 
which were collected in the home 
of one of the members. As this 
grew, quarters for a library were 
provided in 1944 by the Masons 
who gave two rooms in the Mason- 
ic Temple to the library board 
rent free. The library was first 
called the Kerrville Public Library. 
In 1954 it was changed to the Kerr 
County Public Library and will 
henceforth be known as the Kerr 
County Memorial Library. 


One of the money-raising 
schemes was to promise donors of 
$500 or more a bronze plaque 
to be inscribed with the name of 
the donor and the name of the per- 
son or persons in whose memory 
the contribution was made. There 
are 10 such plaques in the library 
with another donor of $1,000 
who wished to remain anonymous. 

Another memorial feature is a 
large scrap book donated by the 
Gold Star Mothers in which is 
included a photograph and bio- 
graphical data of all of the Kerr 
County boys who died in the World 
Wars. Also the library contains 
many memorial books given to the 
library in lieu of flowers when a 
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beloved friend or family member 
dies. 


During the drive people were 
urged to give a Samson folding 
chair as a memorial to be used 
in the auditorium. In no time at 
all 100 chairs were given. A list 
of donors and the names of per- 
sons so memorialized hangs on the 
wall of the auditorium. 


The Friends 


One of the true highlights of 
recent TLA conventions has been 
the Friends meetings, and current 
plans as revealed by State Presi- 
dent R. W. Pettway indicate that 
this year will be no exception. At 
the first session, Friday, April 17 
at 9:30, a panel, yet to be selected, 
will center its discussion on the 
theme, “Now is the Time for All 
Good Friends to ...” At the 
luncheon following the 11:00 busi- 


The library contains over 15,000 
volumes and from September 1, 
1957 to September 1, 1958 circu. 
lated 24,855 books to some 4,000 
residents of Kerr County who hold 
library cards. 


With enlarged facilities it is ex. 
pected that the use of the library 
will show a marked increase in 
1959. 


at TLA, 1959 


ness meeting (at which a new 
president will be elected) Edward 
S. Marcus, Vice-President of Nie- 
man-Marcus, Dallas, will speak 
to the group on “The Citizen Looks 
at the Library.” 


All Friends are urged to attend 
or send representatives to these 
sessions. Remember the time and 
place: April 17 at the Shamrock- 
Hilton Hotel in Houston. 
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Libraries Over the State 


The Arlington Art As- 
sociation has underta- 
ken as one of its proj- 
ects the semi-monthly change of art 
exhibits at the Cooper Memorial Li- 
brary, with artist members contribut- 
ing the paintings. Loraine Nichols’ new 
painting, ‘““The Indian Princess,’ was 
recently exhibited. 


ARLINGTON 


Trustees of the estate of the 
late Mrs. Lee J. Rountree 
have cleared the way for pay- 
ment of $5,166 from the Children’s 
Educational Foundation to the City 
of Bryan for the Carnegie Library. The 
fund will b2 carried as a special trust 
account. Mrs. Rountree, long-time 
chairman of the library board, was ac- 
tive in the establishment of the Chil- 
dren’s Room named in her honor. 


BRYAN 


Dallas Public Library pa- 
trons borrowed more books, 
asked more questions, and 
saw more films in 1958 than in any 
previous year. To meet th's increased 
demand for library service a master 
plan was evolved, calling for 14 
branches by 1970, which will give Dal- 
las one of the finest branch library 
systems in the nation. Dallas voters 
authorized sale of one million dollars 
in bonds to initiate the program. Sites 
for six branches will be purchased dur- 
ing the next three years, and buildings 
erected on two of these. 


DALLAS 


To assist in keeping pa- 
trons informed on cur- 
rent happenings and to 
furnish available bits of information on 
Galveston, a municipal activities bulle- 
tin board has been added to the main 
floor of Rosenberg Library. 


GALVESTON 
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-will be held 


Mr. Ted Foote has 
given his law library, 
South- 
Texas Reports and 
other valuable law books, with book 
cases, to Coryell County. 


tA TESVILLE 
consisting of 
western Reporter, 


An estimate of $25,000 
JEFFERSON_ was given by a con- 

tractor to renovate Car- 
negie Library at Jefferson. To plan 
and organize this project the Library 
Board has appointed a “Special Gifts 
Committee’ to make a pre-drive cam- 
paign for donors of $100 or more. In- 
dividuals making such donations will 
have their names placed on a plaque 
to be placed in the restored building. 


A formal opening of 
Longview’s new $140,000 


municipal 


LONGVIEW 
library addi- 
tion, made possible by a gift from Mr. 
and Mrs. W. R. Nicholson of Longview, 
The 
1958 provided new hopes and 


in the near future. 
year 
plans for Nicholson Memorial Library, 
operated by the City of Longview and 
supported financially by the City and 
Gregg County. Library boosters have 
made plans to organize a Friends of 
Nicholson Memorial Library Association 
which will help to stimulate public sup- 
port, understanding and use of the li- 
brary, to improve its services and re- 
sources, and to encourage private gifts 
to the library. 





A large number of chil- 
LUFKIN dren’s books, provided by 

funds from the Lufkin Serv- 
ice League, are on display at Kurth 
Memorial Library and may be checked 
out at any time. Approximately eighty 
books have been bought and more are 
to come later. 

The Lufkin post of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars donated a frame for a 
printed roster and picture of the fa- 
mous World War I, Company “D” of 
the 143rd Infantry. 


The prize-winning es- 
say on “What the 
American Flag Means 
to Me,” sponsored by the New Boston 
Public Library Board, was written by 
Miss Patricia A. Jones of New Boston. 
Miss Jones was presented with a check 
for $25. 


NEW BOSTON 


The late Alex Gregg, a 
Palestine native and one 
time solicitor general for 
the United States government, was a 
student of the U. S. Civil War and spent 
many years amassing an extensive li- 
brary dealing with that conflict. Mrs. 
Gregg has presented this valuable col- 
lection to the city’s Carnegie Library. 


PALESTINE 


A musty, old public 
library is getting the 
biggest airing and re- 
shuffling in history. Twenty thousand 
volumes of bound newspapers and peri- 


SAN ANTONIO 


odicals are being carted from the base- 
ment to the third floor to make room 
for a children’s department and a busi- 
ness and science department. The first 
floor browsing room will be _ trans- 


formed into an art, music, and aud 
visual education room. What was t& 
children’s section will become a histor 
social science and general referer 
room. A literature, philosophy and f 
ligion section will occupy the form 
reference room. There will be no gg 
cial reading room, instead each dep 
ment will provide its own space f 
this service. Three new employees 
be added to supplement the prese 
force. 


Open house was he 
SCHULENBURG in Schulenburg 

the new $60,000 ef 
hall-fire station-public library buildin 
The public library, which has beg 
maintained as a project of the Schule 
burg Literary Club, occupies one roe 
in the building. 


Plans for a Nola 
County Bookmobile 
were outlined by 4 
committee from the County-City 

brary Board at the Nolan County com 
missioners court meeting. It was pro- 
posed to provide county-wide service 
through the use of a specially-equipp 

truck to be purchased and equipped by 
the county. The proposal was tak no 
under advisement. E 


SWEETWATER 


The Taylor Public Libra ; 


TAYLOR Building Fund _ reach 
$14,228.27, more than hi 
of the total amount needed for the n 
library, when Tom Parker, President 
the Lions Club, presented a check f 
$782.87—from the club’s recent 
of light bulbs—to Jack Ray Barkley 
publicity chairman. The Lions becal 
the third civic club te contribute ové 
$500. 


TEXAS LIBRARI 








ee Fe 


